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Classified By: Acting Political Counselor Jason Grubb, 
reasons 1.4 (b,d) 

1. (p Summary: During November 24 parliamentary debates on 
foreign policy, Dutch Foreign Minister Bernard Bot linked 
news reports of secret USG prisons and CIA-contracted planes 
to Dutch participation in military missions in Afghanistan. 
Bot said that the existence of secret CIA prisons in Europe 
would have consequences for Dutch participation in OEF and 
plans to participate in ISAF Stage III. I 



J Post requests Department's guidance on how to respond 



to Bot's comments. End summary 
Bot Speaks out 



2. (C) Bot said that if the CIA has secret prisons in Europe, 
then this will affect Dutch participation in oef and plans to 
participate in ISAF stage m. He suggested that the USG is 
pushing the limits of international law, and said that recent 
comments by Vice President Cheney on international rules 
against torture have "aggravated the situation". These 
comments follow Bot's recent remarks that the U.S. should not 
play hide and seek" with regard to the prisons. Media 
reports suggest that resistance to Dutch participation in 
military missions in Afghanistan is growing in Parliament. 
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